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lish poetn, published in 1901 as Life in
Poetry and Law in Taste, constitute a valu-
able exposition of the art. He published The
Three Hundredth Anniversary of Shake-
speare's Birth (1864) ; The Liberal Move-
ment in English Literature (1885) ; History
of English Poetry (6 vols. 1895-1909). He
wrote a life of Pope, and edited a standard
edition of the poet's works.

Court Leet, an English criminal court of
original jurisdiction. In early English law
manorial lords held certain jurisdictional
privileges among which was the 'view of
trank-pledge,' which carried with it certain
police rights. At that period there seems to
have been no distinction between court leet
and court baron Under Edward i. a dis-
tinction was drawn, the court leet exercising
through the authority of the crown and the
court baron exercising only upon manorial
questions. The court leet was a court of
record, sitting with a jury and a steward,
who presided as judge. These courts re-
mained until the middle of the igth cen-
tury as active criminal courts but now their
existence is for only formal and ceremonial
purposes.

New Supreme Court Building, Washington.

Court Martial, a military court for the
trial of offenders against military law. The
court martial is based on that part of the
U. S. Constitution which empowers Congress
to set up rules and regulations for the mili-
tary forces with specific exemption from'
civil courts for offenses against the military
forces in time of war or public danger. There
are general courts martial, consisting of five
or more officers, empowered to hear any
kind of case and impose any penalty, includ-
ing the death penalty; special courts martial
of three or more officers, with power to judge
cases m which the Hjaximurr penalty would

not exceed six months imprisonment or the
forfeiture of 2/3 pay for the same period;
and summary courts martial of one officer,
who may not inflict imprisonment for more
than one month or forfeiture of pay for a
similar period. Without a court martial offi-
cers may not inflict confinement or forfeiture
of pay as punishments, nor may they impose
extra duties or withhold privileges for more
than seven days. As to persons, courts mar-
tial have jurisdiction over all persons in the
military pay and service of the United States,
including camp retainers in war time, in any
and all places, military offenses not being
territorial.
Courtney, Rt. Hon. Leonard Henry
(1832-1918), English public official, born in
Penzance, Cornwall. He was professor of
political economy at University College, Lon-
don (1872-5), undersecretary of state for
the Home Department (1880-1), and under-
secretary for the Colonies (1881-2) As a
member of Parliament, 1876-1900, he was a
strong Liberal-Unionist, and opposed his
party on the Transvaal war question.
Courtney, William Leonard (1850-
1928), English journalist and author. He suc-
ceeded Prank Harris as editor of the Fort-
nightly Review (1894), and published the
Life of John Stuart Mill (1889), Studies at
Leisure (1893), The Development of Maeter-
linck (1904), The Literary Man's Bible
(1907) ; The Soul of a Suffragette (1913).
Court of Claims, a court instituted to
hear and determine claims against the state,
whether asserted by a citizen or by a foreign
state or a subject thereof. A sovereign state
cannot be prosecuted in the tribunals created
by it except by its own consent. The U. S.
Court of Claims was instituted by act of
Congress in 1855. It consisted originally of
three judges, but is now made up of a chief
justice and four associate justices. It is em-
powered to hear and determine all claims
founded on any act of Congress, or on any
regulation of an executive department, or on
any contract, express or implied, with the
U. S. government, and all claims which may
be referred to it by either house of Con-
gress. Similar courts with like jurisdiction
have been created in most of the States.
Court of Common Pleas, one of the tri-
bunals of common law in England.
Court of Session, the highest civil tri-
bunal in Scotland.
Courtois, Jacques (1621-76), French
painter of battle scenes. Five of his cavalry
pictures are in the Louvre.